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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 



Listing af Claims: 

1.-65. (Canceled) 

i 
i 

66. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

removably securing a proximal end of an intubation-tube placement device to a 
proximal end of an intubationitube such th at the plac ement device extends through the intubation 
tube and a tactile accentuator kt a distal end of the placement device extends out of a distal end 



of the intubation tube: 

inserting the dijstal end of the g*Mntubation-tube placement devic e, secured toon 
intubation tub e , into a patient's oral cavity; 

detecting the-c^rtilaginous rings of the-atrachea via at l e ast on e thetactile- 
accentuator; d e vic e coupl e d to th e intubation - tube placement devic e ; 

forcing the distal end of the i ntubation-tube placement device through the patients 
vocal cords; and 

axially sliding jthe intubation tube along the intubation-tube placement device 

such that the intubation tube fallows the distal end of the i ntubation-tube placement device 

i 

through the patient's vocal co^ds. 

67. (Origin al) The method of Claim 66, wherein said intubation-tube 
placement device comprises a light source. 

68. (Original) The method of Claim 66, wherein said forcing the 
intubation-tube placement de^dce through the patients vocal cords comprises: 

suctioning materials from a vicinity of the patient's vocal cords via a suction tube 
formed by the intubation-tubd placement device. 
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69. (Original) The method of Claim 68, wherein the suction tube fonned 
by the intubation-tube placemjent device comprises: 

the intubation-tube placement device forming a hollow tube. 

70. (Original) The method of Claim 68, wherein the suction tube formed 
by the intubation tube placement device comprises: 

the intubation-tube placement device forming a hollow tube; 

an anti-perforation device having a trailing portion and an exploratory portion; 

a channel betwjeen the trailing portion and the exploratory portion of said anti- 
perforation device; and 

the trailing portion coupled to said intubation-tube placement device such that the 
channel substantially aligns wlith the hollow tube. 



71. (Original) 



intubation-tube placement 

applying axial 
intubation-tube placement device 



The method of Claim 66, wherein said forcing the 
de>Hce through the patient's vocal cords comprises: 

pressure along the intubation-tube placement device such that the 
moves into the patient's trachea. 



72.-79. (Canceled) 



80. (Currently Amended) An intubation device, comprising: 
an intubation placement device having a bendable fest-digtal e nd configured to be 
introduced through a set of vojcal cords; 

an intubation tiibe having « Histal and a proximal end: a nd 

i 

a retention devf ce ooupl e d configured to removably secure a proximal end of to 
die placement device to aad-ek nfigurod to removably oooure on a proximal end of the i ntubation 

tube in position on th e plao e ni e nt d e vic e w ith the first end of the p lacement device extending 

s 

inside the intubation tube andjthe distal end of the placement device extending o ut of the distal 
end of the intubation tube. 
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8 1 . (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 80 wherein the 
retention device comprises a rftbbor s topper having a center hole configured to frictionallv 



receive the intubation placeme nt device. 

82. (Curren ly Amended) The intubation device of claim 8 1 wherein the 
rubber s topper is configured tq be partially received into the intubation tube. 



83 . (Previously Presented) 
the intubation placement 



The intubation device of claim 80 wherein 
devkje comprises a hollow tube. 



comprising: 



84. (Previoi isly Presented) The intubation device of claim 83, further 



a fiber optic cal >le configured to extend into the intubation placement device. 



87. (Previoi 
the intubation placement 



distal e nd of the intubation 
cartilaginous rings of a trachei. 



85. (Previously Presented) The intubation device of claim 80 wherein 
the intubation placement device comprises a semi-rigid material. 

86. (Previoibsly Presented) The intubation device of claim 85 wherein 
the intubation placement devic e comprises a bendable rod 



ilisly Presented) The intubation device of claim 80 wherein 
deviqe comprises a medical-grade polymeric material. 



88. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 80 wherein the 
distal e nd of the intubation placement device comprises an anti-perforation device. 



89. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 80 wherein the fest 
placement device comprises a tactile-accentuator configured to detect 
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(Currency Amended) A method of intubating a patient, comprising: 

an intubation tubo on a proximal portion of a first portion of a 
to a proximal end of an intubation tube such that the endotracheal 



secinng. 



90. 

removably 
endotracheal placement device > 
placement device extends through the intubation tube and a bendable second distal p ortion of the 



endotracheal placement devic^ 
subsequently 

device through the patient's 
guiding the i 

the distal end o f the intubation 

placement device through the 
subsequently 



leaving the intubation tube in position in the patient. 



extends out through a distal end of t he intubation tube; 
gtdding the second distal p ortion of the endotracheal placement 
vJ>cal cords;-and 

intubation tube through the patient's vocal cords such that a portion 
tube follows the distal second p ortion of the endotracheal 
patient's vocal-eefds r cords: and 
pi llling the endotracheal placement device out of the intubation tube. 



91. (Cancelled) 

92. (Currently Amended) The method of claim-94- 90 wherein the proximal 
portion of the placement devk e is removably secured to the proximal end of the intubation tube 



Sill 



using a retention device and 
fiem-out of t he intubation tub^ 
endotracheal tube in opposite 



ibsequently removing p ulling the endotracheal placement device 
comprises twisting the endotracheal placement device and the 
directions to sever a -the r etention device. 



revio jsj 



93. (Pr< 
endotracheal placement devic^ 
device through the patient's 

suctioning 



94. 

distal p ortion of the 



endotracheal placement device 



ly Presented) The method of Claim 90 wherein the 
comprises a hollow tube and guiding the endotracheal placement 
vcjcal cords comprises: 
materials from a vicinity of the patient's vocal cords. 



(Currently Amended) The method of claim 90 wherein guiding the second 
endotracheal placement device through the patient's vocal cords comprises: 
detecting cartilaginous rings with a tactile-accentuator device coupled to the 
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95. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 90 wherein the 
intubation tube comprises a ^yall, further comprising: 

providing a plurality of ventilation holes along the wall in the portion of 
endotracheal tube that follow^ the endotracheal placement device. 

96. (Currently Amended) An intubation device, comprising: 
an intubation tube having a-fest - distal end and a proximal e nd: 
a endotracheal placement device having a semi-rigid fest -distal end configured to 

pass through vocal cords and into a trachea; and 

a retention device configured to removably secure &e-a proximal end of the 
endotracheal placement device to the proximal end of the intubation tube on tho endotracheal 
plac e m e nt dovioo with the placement device extending through the intubation tube and the fest 
distalend of the endotracheal placement device extending out of the first-distal e nd of the 
intubation tube. 

97. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 96 wherein: 
the retention device comprises a rubber-stopper having a hole; 
the retention device is configured to frictionally receive the endotracheal 

placement device in the hole; and 

a s e cond t he proximal e nd of the intubation tube is configured to partially receive 
the retention device. 

98. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 96 wherein the 
retention device comprises a detachable portion of a o e oond t he proximal e nd of the intubation 
tube. 



99. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 96 wherein a oooond 
the proximal e nd of the endotracheal placement device extends out of a s e cond t he proximal e nd 
of the intubation tube. 



6 
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1 00, (Previously Presented) The intubation device of claim 96 wherein 
the endotracheal placement device comprises a semi-rigid rod. 

1 0 L (Curreiitly Amended) The intubation device of claim 96 wherein a tip of 
the fest rdistal end of the intubation tube has a rounded shape. 

102. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 101 wherein the tip 
of the figgt- digtal e nd of the intubation tube has an opening having a diameter approximately 
equal to a diameter of the endotracheal placement device. 

1 03 . (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 1 02 wherein a 
portion of a wall of the intubation tube adjacent to the fast-distal end of the intubation tube has a 
plurality of ventilation openings. 

1 04. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 96 wherein a tip of 
the firstrdistal end of the intubation tube is tapered. 

105. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 104 wherein the tip 
of the fes ^distal end of the intubation tube is configured to taper to approximately a diameter of 
the distal end of the e ndotracheal placement device. 

106. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 105 wherein a 
portion of a wall of the intubation tube adjacent to the feet -distal e nd of the intubation tube has a 
plurality of ventilation openings. 

1 07. (Currently Amended) The intubation tube of claim 96 wherein a portion 
of a wall of the intubation tube adjacent to the first- distal e nd of the intubation tube has a 
plurality of ventilation openings. 



7 
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108. (Currently Amended) The intubation tube of claim 107 wherein the 
intubation tube comprises an inflatable cuff and the plurality of ventilation openings are located 

| on the wall between the figs frdistal e nd of the intubation tube and the inflatable cuff. 

109. (Currently Amended) An intubation device, comprising: 
means for introducing the intubation device through vocal cords; and 
means for removably securing aa -a proximal end of an i ntubation tube to a 

proximal end of t he means for introducing wit h the means for introducing extending through the 
intubation tube and a distal end of the means for introducing extending out of a distal end of the 
intubation tube, a bondablc portion of tho means for introducing extending out of the intubation 

TOt/vT 

110. (Previously Presented) The intubation device of claim 1 09 wherein 
the means for introducing comprises an intubation placement device. 

111. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 109 wherein the 
means for removably securing comprises a rubber stopp e r, sto pper confi g ured to firictionallv 
secure the means for introducing. 

112. -120. (Canceled) 

121 . (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 98 wherein the 
intubation tube comprises a perforated border configured to facilitate detaching the detachable 
portion from the second p roximal e nd of the intubation tube. 

122. (Currently Amended) The method of clai m 90, further eomprisingrJ gO 
wherein pulling the endotracheal placement device out of the intubatio n tube comprises: 

breaking a perforated border along a a djacent to the proximal p ortion of the 
intubation tube. , ooupl e d to th e endotrnohoal placem e nt dovioo. 

8 
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123. (Currently Amended) The intubation device of claim 80 wherein the 
retention device comprises a detachable portion of the proximal end of the intubation tube. 

124. (Previously Presented) The intubation device of claim 123 wherein 
a border of the detachable portion is perforated. 

125. (Canceled) 

1 26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 66, further comprising: 
breaking a perforated border along a portion of the intubation tube. 

1 27. (New) The intubation device of claim 80 wherein the retention device is 
configured to fecilitate positioning of the distal end of the placement device as it is introduced 
through the set of vocal cords. 

1 28. (New) The method of claim 66 wherein, 

securing the intubation-tube placement device to the intubation tube comprises 
inserting the placement device into a hole in a stopper and inserting the stopper into the 
intubation tube; and 

inserting the distal end of the intubation-tube placement device into the patient's 
oral cavity comprises manipulating the intubation-tube placement device by manipulating the 
stopper. 

129. (New) The method of claim 66 wherein, 

securing the intubation-tube placement device to the intubation tube comprises 
using mechanical friction to hold the placement device in position in the intubation tube. 
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